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Unit 9 Atoms And The Periodic Table

Unit 9 Atoms and the Periodic Table: Unlocking the Foundations of Chemistry

unit 9 atoms and the periodic table form a crucial part of understanding the
building

blocks of matter. When diving into this topic, it?s fascinating to see how the tiny particles
called atoms come together and how the periodic table organizes these elements in a way
that reveals patterns and properties. Whether you?re a student tackling your chemistry
syllabus or simply curious about the basics of science, exploring unit 9 o?ers a deep
insight into how everything around us is constructed.

The Basics of Atoms: What Lies at the Core?

At the heart of chemistry lies the atom, the smallest unit of an element that retains its
chemical identity. Understanding atoms is essential because they are the fundamental
constituents of everything we see, touch, and even the air we breathe. An atom consists
of a nucleus made up of protons and neutrons, surrounded by electrons orbiting in shells
or energy levels.

Protons, Neutrons, and Electrons

To truly grasp unit 9 atoms and the periodic table, one must remember the roles of these

subatomic patrticles:
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**Protons** carry a positive charge and de?ne the atomic number, essentially
determining the element?s identity.

**Neutrons** are neutral particles that contribute to the atom?s mass and help

stabilize the nucleus.

**Electrons** have a negative charge and are involved in chemical bonding and
reactions.

It?s the number of protons that decides where an element ?ts on the periodic table,
making the atomic number a key concept when studying unit 9.

Atomic Mass and Isotopes

While protons and neutrons contribute to the mass of an atom, isotopes occur when
atoms of the same element have di?erent numbers of neutrons. This variation a?ects
atomic mass but not the chemical behavior signi?cantly. Recognizing isotopes is
important when interpreting atomic mass values on the periodic table and understanding
natural element variations.

The Periodic Table: Organizing Elements with Purpose

The periodic table is more than just a chart; it?s an elegant arrangement that tells the
story of atomic structure and element properties. In unit 9 atoms and the periodic table,
we learn that this organization helps predict how elements behave and interact.
History and Development

The periodic table as we know it was ?rst developed by Dmitri Mendeleev in the 19th

century. His genius lay in arranging elements by increasing atomic weight and grouping
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those with similar properties together. Later, with the discovery of atomic numbers, the
table was re?ned to its modern form, where each element?s position re?ects its proton
count.

Groups and Periods Explained

The table is organized into horizontal rows called **periods** and vertical columns known
as **groups** or **families**. Elements in the same group share similar chemical
properties because they have the same number of valence electrons. For example:
**Group 1** elements, known as alkali metals, are highly reactive.

*Group 17**, the halogens, are also very reactive but with di?erent chemical

behavior.

**Group 18** contains noble gases, which are mostly inert.

This grouping helps predict reactivity, bonding tendencies, and even physical
characteristics.

Blocks of the Periodic Table

Another insightful way to look at the periodic table is through its division into blocks based
on electron con?gurations:

**s-plock** includes groups 1 and 2, plus helium.

**p-block** consists of groups 13 to 18.

**d-block** is made up of transition metals.

**f-block** contains lanthanides and actinides.
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Understanding these blocks provides clarity on element behavior, especially when
studying electron arrangements and chemical reactions.

Connecting Atomic Structure to Periodic Trends

One of the most exciting aspects of unit 9 atoms and the periodic table is recognizing the
trends that emerge across the table, which re?ect atomic structure.

Atomic Radius

As you move from left to right across a period, the atomic radius generally decreases. This
happens because protons increase, pulling electrons closer to the nucleus. Conversely, as
you move down a group, atomic radius increases due to the addition of electron shells.
lonization Energy

lonization energy is the energy required to remove an electron from an atom. Across a
period, this energy increases because atoms hold their electrons more tightly. Down a
group, ionization energy decreases as outer electrons are farther from the nucleus and
shielded by inner shells.

Electronegativity

Electronegativity measures an atom?s ability to attract electrons in a bond. It generally
increases across a period and decreases down a group. This trend helps explain why some
elements form ionic bonds while others prefer covalent bonding.

Practical Tips for Mastering Unit 9 Atoms and the Periodic Table

Studying the periodic table and atomic structure can seem overwhelming, but here are

some tips to make the process smoother:
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Visualize electron con?gurations: Use diagrams or models to see how
electrons

?ll shells and orbitals.

Memorize key groups: Focus on the properties of major groups like alkali
metals,

halogens, and noble gases to predict element behavior.

Practice periodic trends: Try to explain why atomic radius or ionization energy
3.

changes across periods and down groups.

Use mnemonic devices: Create memorable phrases to recall the order of

4.

elements or groups.

Apply real-world examples: Relate elements to everyday materials, like sodium
5.

in salt or neon in lights, to make learning relatable.

The Importance of Unit 9 Atoms and the Periodic Table in Science

Understanding unit 9 atoms and the periodic table is foundational not just in chemistry

but also in physics, biology, and environmental science. It allows scientists to predict

reactions, design new materials, and comprehend the universe?s composition. Whether
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it?s developing pharmaceuticals, exploring space, or addressing climate change, the
principles learned here have wide-reaching applications.

As you continue your journey through chemistry, keep revisiting these concepts. The
periodic table is like a map, guiding you through the landscape of elements and helping
you understand how matter interacts on the smallest scale to create the world we know.
Question

Answer

What is the signi?cance of

the atomic number in the

periodic table?

The atomic number represents the number of protons in

an atom's nucleus and determines the element's identity

and its position in the periodic table.

How are elements

arranged in the periodic

table?

Elements in the periodic table are arranged in order of

increasing atomic number, which also re?ects periodic

trends in their chemical and physical properties.

What information can be

derived from an element's
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position in the periodic

table?

An element's position indicates its group (column), period
(row), and block, which help predict its chemical behavior,
valence electrons, and bonding characteristics.

What is an isotope and

how does it relate to

atoms?

Isotopes are atoms of the same element that have the
same number of protons but di?erent numbers of
neutrons, resulting in di?erent atomic masses.

Why are noble gases

chemically inert?

Noble gases have full outer electron shells, making them
stable and unlikely to react with other elements under
normal conditions.

How do atomic mass and

atomic number di?er?

Atomic number is the number of protons in an atom,

de?ning the element, while atomic mass is the weighted

Vol. 2026, Issue 7
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average mass of an element's isotopes, including protons

and neutrons.

What is the periodic law?

The periodic law states that the properties of elements are

a periodic function of their atomic numbers, meaning

elements with similar properties recur at regular intervals.

How do valence electrons

in?uence the chemical

properties of an element?

Valence electrons are the outermost electrons involved in

chemical bonding; their number determines an element's

reactivity and the types of bonds it can form.

What role do transition

metals play in the periodic

table?

Transition metals, located in the center of the periodic

table, have partially ?lled d orbitals, exhibit multiple

oxidation states, and often serve as catalysts in chemical

reactions.

Unit 9 Atoms and the Periodic Table: An Analytical Review of Atomic Structure and

Element Classi?cation

Vol. 2026, Issue 7
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unit 9 atoms and the periodic table serve as foundational concepts in
chemistry,

bridging the microscopic world of atomic particles with the macroscopic classi?cation of
elements. Understanding this unit is crucial for grasping how elements behave, interact,
and are organized, which is essential not only for academic purposes but also for practical
applications across science and industry. This article delves into the core principles of
atomic theory, the historical development and structure of the periodic table, and the
intricate relationship that ties atomic properties to their placement within the table.

The Atomic Model: Building Blocks of Matter

At the heart of unit 9 atoms and the periodic table lies the atom, the smallest unit of an
element that retains its chemical properties. Modern atomic theory depicts atoms as
composed of three primary subatomic particles: protons, neutrons, and electrons. Protons,
positively charged, and neutrons, neutral, form the atomic nucleus, while electrons,
negatively charged, orbit this nucleus in de?ned energy levels or shells.

The number of protons in the nucleus, known as the atomic number, uniquely identi?es an
element. For instance, hydrogen?s atomic number is 1, while carbon?s is 6. This atomic
number dictates the element?s chemical behavior, as it in?uences the electron
con?guration?the arrangement of electrons around the nucleus?which in turn

determines how atoms bond and interact.

Isotopes and Atomic Mass

While the atomic number is ?xed for each element, the number of neutrons can vary,
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leading to di?erent isotopes of the same element. Isotopes have nearly identical chemical
properties but di?er in atomic mass, a?ecting physical properties like stability and
radioactivity. For example, carbon-12 and carbon-14 are isotopes di?ering by two
neutrons, with carbon-14 being radioactive.

The atomic mass listed in the periodic table represents a weighted average of the
isotopes? masses, re?ecting their relative abundance in nature. This nuanced
understanding of atomic structure is essential when interpreting the periodic table and
predicting element behavior.

The Periodic Table: A Systematic Arrangement

The periodic table is a systematic framework that organizes all known chemical elements
based on their atomic number, electron con?gurations, and recurring chemical properties.
This arrangement highlights periodic trends?patterns in element properties that emerge
when elements are ordered by increasing atomic number.

Originally conceptualized by Dmitri Mendeleev in 1869, the periodic table has evolved
from a simple tabular layout to a complex and informative chart that includes over 118
elements, each positioned to re?ect similarities in chemical behavior.

Groups and Periods: Structure and Signi?cance

The periodic table is divided vertically into groups (or families) and horizontally into
periods. Groups contain elements with similar valence electron con?gurations, leading to

comparable chemical properties. For example, Group 1 elements, known as alkali metals,
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all have a single electron in their outer shell, making them highly reactive.

Periods represent the principal energy levels that electrons occupy. As one moves across
a period from left to right, the atomic number increases, and elements transition from
metallic to non-metallic characteristics. This gradation highlights changes in
electronegativity, atomic radius, and ionization energy.

Blocks and Electron Con?guration

The periodic table can also be divided into blocks?s, p, d, and f?based on the electron
subshell being ?lled. This division provides insight into the chemical and physical
properties of elements:

s-block: Groups 1 and 2, including hydrogen and helium, with valence electrons
in

s orbitals.

p-block: Groups 13 to 18, containing metals, metalloids, and nonmetals, with
2.

valence electrons in p orbitals.

d-block: Transition metals, characterized by ?lling d orbitals.

3.

f-block: Lanthanides and actinides, involving ?lling of f orbitals.

4,

Understanding these blocks aids in predicting element reactivity, bonding, and magnetic
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properties.

Periodic Trends and Their Implications

Unit 9 atoms and the periodic table emphasize periodic trends, which are predictable
variations in element properties. These trends are critical for chemists and educators to
explain and anticipate elemental behavior.

Atomic Radius

Atomic radius generally decreases across a period from left to right due to increasing
nuclear charge pulling electrons closer, despite the addition of electrons. Conversely,
atomic radius increases down a group as additional electron shells are added, expanding
the atomic size.

lonization Energy

lonization energy?the energy required to remove an electron?increases across a period,
re?ecting stronger attraction between the nucleus and electrons. It decreases down a
group as outer electrons are further from the nucleus and more shielded by inner
electrons, making them easier to remove.

Electronegativity

Electronegativity, the tendency of an atom to attract electrons in a chemical bond, follows
a similar trend to ionization energy. Elements on the right side of the table (excluding
noble gases) tend to have higher electronegativity, facilitating their role as electron
acceptors in bonds.

Interpreting Unit 9 Atoms and the Periodic Table in Educational
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Contexts

In academic settings, unit 9 atoms and the periodic table form a cornerstone of chemistry
curricula, often serving as a bridge between theoretical concepts and practical
experimentation. Mastery of this unit empowers students to comprehend chemical
reactions, molecular structures, and material properties.

One pedagogical advantage of this unit is its integrative nature?connecting physics
(atomic structure), chemistry (element properties), and history (development of the
periodic table). This interdisciplinary approach enriches learners? appreciation of scienti?c
progress and methodology.

However, challenges exist. The abstract nature of electron con?gurations and the
vastness of the periodic table can overwhelm learners. Visual aids, interactive models,
and periodic trend demonstrations are instrumental in overcoming these hurdles.
Technological Advances and Periodic Table Expansions

The periodic table is not static; ongoing research continues to discover new elements,
particularly in the superheavy category beyond uranium. These synthetic elements test
the limits of atomic stability and challenge existing models of atomic behavior.
Technological advances such as particle accelerators and improved spectroscopy
techniques have facilitated these discoveries, expanding the periodic table and enhancing
our understanding of atomic interactions.

Applications Beyond the Classroom
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Understanding unit 9 atoms and the periodic table transcends academic boundaries. In
industries such as pharmaceuticals, materials science, and environmental chemistry,
knowledge of atomic structure and element properties guides innovation.

For instance, the development of semiconductors relies heavily on the properties of
elements in the p-block, particularly silicon and germanium. Similarly, knowledge of
isotopes is critical in medical imaging and treatment, where radioactive isotopes serve as
diagnostic and therapeutic tools.

The periodic table also aids in predicting element availability, toxicity, and environmental
impact, informing sustainable practices and regulatory policies.

The continuous re?nement of atomic theory and periodic classi?cation underscores the
dynamic nature of chemistry as a science. As new discoveries emerge and technologies
evolve, unit 9 atoms and the periodic table remain pivotal in decoding the fundamental
language of matter.

atoms, periodic table, elements, atomic structure, atomic number, isotopes, electron

con?guration, chemical symbols, periodic trends, atomic mass

The periodic table and periodic law glencoe

the periodic table and periodic law glencoe

The periodic table and periodic law are fundamental concepts in the field of chemistry, serving as
essential tools for understanding the properties and relationships of chemical elements. The
"Glencoe" reference pertains to the widely used educational materials and textbooks published by
Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, which have played a significant role in teaching students about the
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organization and significance of the periodic table. This article explores the historical development,
structure, and significance of the periodic table and periodic law, with specific insights drawn from
the Glencoe educational approach.

Historical Development of the Periodic Table
Early Attempts and Discoveries

The journey to the modern periodic table began in the 19th century, as scientists sought to organize
the rapidly growing list of known elements. Early chemists such as John Newlands proposed the
Law of Octaves in 1864, observing that elements exhibited similar properties every eighth element
when arranged by increasing atomic mass. Although this idea was limited, it laid the groundwork for
recognizing periodicity in elemental properties.

Mendeleev's Periodic Table

Dmitri Mendeleev is credited with creating the first widely recognized periodic table in 1869. He
arranged elements according to increasing atomic mass and grouped elements with similar
properties into columns. Notably, Mendeleev left gaps for yet undiscovered elements and predicted
their properties accurately, which validated his periodic law. His table was revolutionary in
emphasizing periodicity and the relationships among elements.

Refinement and Modernization

As scientific understanding evolved, particularly with the discovery of atomic number by Henry

Moseley in 1913, the periodic table was reorganized to reflect atomic number rather than atomic
mass. This change resolved inconsistencies and led to the modern periodic table we use today.

The Periodic Law

Definition and Significance

The periodic law states that the properties of elements are periodic functions of their atomic
numbers. In simpler terms, when elements are arranged by increasing atomic number, elements
with similar properties appear at regular intervals. This law underscores the periodic nature of

elemental properties and provides a systematic way to predict the characteristics of elements.

Implications of the Periodic Law

- It explains the recurring patterns in properties such as atomic radius, ionization energy,
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electronegativity, and chemical reactivity.

- It allows scientists to classify elements into groups (families) with similar behaviors.

- It facilitates the prediction of properties of undiscovered elements based on their position in the
table.

The Structure of the Modern Periodic Table
Layout and Organization

The modern periodic table is arranged in a grid format with rows called periods and columns called
groups or families.

- Periods: Horizontal rows numbered from 1 to 7, representing increasing energy levels.
- Groups/Families: Vertical columns numbered from 1 to 18, indicating elements with similar
chemical properties.

Key Features of the Table

- The table is divided into blocks based on electron configurations: s-block, p-block, d-block, and
f-block.

- Elements are ordered by increasing atomic number.

- The table highlights element groups with similar valence electron configurations, which
determine chemical behavior.

Major Classifications of Elements
- Metals: Located on the left and center, conductive, malleable, and ductile.
- Nonmetals: Found on the right, generally poor conductors and more likely to gain electrons.

- Metalloids: Elements with properties intermediate between metals and nonmetals, found along
the zigzag line.

Significance of the Periodic Table in Chemistry Education
Educational Approach in Glencoe Materials

The Glencoe textbooks emphasize a clear understanding of the periodic table's organization and its
underlying principles. They focus on:
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- Teaching students how to read and interpret the table.

- Understanding periodic trends and their explanations.

- Recognizing the importance of electron configurations in determining element properties.
Teaching Strategies

- Use of visual aids and interactive activities to help memorize groups and periods.

- Connecting periodic trends to real-world applications.
- Encouraging students to predict properties of unknown elements based on their position.

Periodic Trends and Their Explanations
Atomic Radius
- Decreases across a period due to increasing nuclear charge pulling electrons closer.
- Increases down a group as additional electron shells are added.
lonization Energy
- The energy required to remove an electron.
- Increases across a period as electrons are held more tightly.
- Decreases down a group as outer electrons are farther from the nucleus and less tightly bound.
Electronegativity
- Measures an atom's ability to attract electrons.
- Increases across a period.
- Decreases down a group.
Electron Affinity

- The energy change when an atom gains an electron.
- Trends similar to electronegativity.

Applications of the Periodic Table
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Predicting Chemical Behavior

The periodic table allows chemists to predict how elements will react, form bonds, and participate in
chemical reactions based on their position.

Discovering New Elements

Understanding periodic trends guides scientists in synthesizing new elements and placing them
within the existing table.

Material Science and Industry

Elements' properties inform their applications in technology, medicine, energy, and manufacturing.

Conclusion

The periodic table and periodic law are cornerstones of chemical science, providing a systematic
framework for understanding the relationships among elements. The work of early scientists like
Mendeleev, combined with modern discoveries such as the atomic number, has led to the
sophisticated and comprehensive periodic table used today. Educational resources like Glencoe
have played a vital role in imparting this knowledge to students, emphasizing the importance of
organization, periodic trends, and the predictive power of the table. As science continues to evolve,
the periodic table remains a dynamic and invaluable tool, reflecting the ongoing quest to understand
the fundamental building blocks of matter.

The periodic table and periodic law Glencoe represent foundational concepts in modern
chemistry, serving as essential tools for understanding the properties, behaviors, and relationships
of elements. Their development and organization have profoundly influenced scientific research,
education, and technological advancements. This comprehensive review explores the origins,
structure, principles, and significance of the periodic table and periodic law as presented in Glencoe
chemistry resources, providing an in-depth analysis suitable for students, educators, and
enthusiasts alike.

Introduction to the Periodic Table and Periodic Law

The periodic table is often regarded as the blueprint of chemical elements, systematically arranging
them based on shared properties and atomic characteristics. Paired with the periodic law?a guiding
principle stating that element properties are periodic functions of their atomic numbers?this
organizational framework reveals patterns that underpin chemical behavior.

Historical Context
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The journey toward the modern periodic table began in the 19th century, as scientists sought to
classify the rapidly increasing number of discovered elements. Early efforts by Dmitri Mendeleev laid
the groundwork, proposing a table that grouped elements by atomic mass and periodic properties.
Although initial versions faced challenges?such as inconsistencies in atomic weights?subsequent
discoveries, especially the identification of atomic numbers, solidified the current organization.

Significance in Chemistry
The periodic table facilitates the prediction of element properties, identification of trends across

periods and groups, and understanding of chemical reactions. It acts as both a reference and a
predictive tool, enabling chemists to anticipate behaviors of elements and compounds.

Development of the Periodic Law

From Atomic Mass to Atomic Number

Initially, the periodic law was based on atomic masses, with Mendeleev's pioneering work arranging
elements in order of increasing atomic weight. However, anomalies in the order?such as the
placement of tellurium and iodine?highlighted limitations of atomic mass as the primary organizing
principle.

The breakthrough came with the discovery of the proton and the realization that atomic humber
(number of protons) provides a more accurate basis for organization. This shift led to the modern
periodic law:

"The properties of the elements are periodic functions of their atomic numbers."

Implications of the Modern Periodic Law

This law underpins the current periodic table, explaining why elements with similar properties recur
periodically when arranged by increasing atomic number. It also accounts for the periodic trends

observed in atomic and physical properties, such as ionization energy, electronegativity, and atomic
radius.

Structure of the Periodic Table

The periodic table's structure reflects the periodic law, organizing elements into rows and columns
that group elements with similar characteristics.

Periods and Groups
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- Periods: Horizontal rows numbered 1 through 7. Elements in the same period have the same
number of electron shells but vary in their properties across the period.

- Groups (Families): Vertical columns numbered 1 through 18 (or 1?12 in older tables). Elements
within a group share similar valence electron configurations, leading to comparable chemical
behaviors.

Blocks of the Periodic Table

The table is subdivided into blocks based on the electron subshell being filled:

- s-block: Groups 1 and 2, plus hydrogen and helium.

- p-block: Groups 13?18.

- d-block: Transition metals (Groups 3?712).

- f-block: Lanthanides and actinides, often displayed separately beneath the main table.

Element Categories

- Metals: Located mainly on the left and center; characterized by high electrical conductivity,
malleability, and ductility.

- Nonmetals: Found on the right; generally insulators and brittle.

- Metalloids: Positioned along the zigzag line; exhibit mixed properties.

Periodic Trends and Properties

Understanding how element properties vary across the periodic table reveals underlying atomic
structure influences and facilitates predictions about element behavior.

Atomic Radius
- Trend: Decreases across a period (left to right), increases down a group.
- Explanation: Increasing nuclear charge pulls electrons closer; additional electron shells appear

down a group, enlarging atomic size.

lonization Energy
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- Trend: Increases across a period, decreases down a group.
- Significance: Reflects the energy required to remove an electron; higher in elements with
stronger nuclear attraction.

Electronegativity

- Trend: Rises across a period, falls down a group.
- Implication: Indicates an atom's tendency to attract electrons in chemical bonds.

Electron Affinity

- Trend: Generally increases across a period.
- Note: Variations exist based on element type and electronic configuration.

Glencoe Resources and Teaching of the Periodic Table

The Glencoe series provides comprehensive educational materials that elucidate the periodic table's
organization, properties, and applications.

Key Features of Glencoe's Approach

- Visual Aids: Color-coded tables, diagrams, and interactive models to help students grasp
complex concepts.

- Historical Context: Emphasizes the evolution of the periodic table, fostering a deeper
understanding of scientific progress.

- Practice Problems: Exercises that reinforce trends, classifications, and the application of
periodic law.

- Real-World Applications: Demonstrates how the periodic table informs fields like medicine,
materials science, and environmental science.

Educational Strategies
- Using comparative analysis to highlight periodic trends.
- Incorporating laboratory activities to observe properties such as reactivity.

- Encouraging critical thinking about the periodic law's implications in modern chemistry.

Significance of the Periodic Table and Periodic Law
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The periodic table is not merely a catalog of elements; it embodies the fundamental principles
governing chemical behavior. Its predictive power allows scientists to:

- Discover new elements by extrapolating periodic trends.

- Understand elemental reactivity and compound formation.

- Develop new materials with desired properties.

- Advance fields like nanotechnology, pharmacology, and energy storage.

Moreover, the periodic law emphasizes the interconnectedness of atomic structure and chemical
properties, illustrating nature's inherent order and symmetry.

Future Perspectives and Innovations

Advances in computational chemistry and experimental techniques continue to refine our
understanding of the periodic table. Notably:

- Extended Periodic Tables: Efforts to synthesize superheavy elements expand the boundaries of
the table, challenging existing theories.

- Periodic Law Revisions: Ongoing research explores whether alternative organizing principles
might better capture emerging properties.

- Educational Enhancements: Digital tools and virtual labs enhance comprehension and
engagement with periodic concepts.

Conclusion

The periodic table and periodic law, as detailed in Glencoe resources, constitute the backbone of
chemical science. They encapsulate the elegant patterns governing elements and serve as powerful
frameworks for scientific exploration and innovation. By understanding their development, structure,
and significance, students and scientists alike gain insights into the fundamental nature of matter,
fostering curiosity and driving future discoveries in chemistry and related disciplines.

QuestionAnswer What is the main purpose of the periodic table according to Glencoe's Periodic
Law? The main purpose of the periodic table is to organize elements based on their atomic number
and properties, revealing periodic trends and relationships among elements. How does Glencoe's
approach explain the periodic law? Glencoe explains the periodic law as the periodic repetition of
chemical and physical properties of elements when they are arranged in order of increasing atomic
number. What are the key features of the periodic table highlighted in Glencoe's curriculum? Key
features include the arrangement of elements into periods and groups, the classification into metals,
nonmetals, and metalloids, and the periodic trends such as electronegativity and atomic radius. How
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does the periodic law help in predicting properties of elements in Glencoe's lessons? The periodic
law allows scientists to predict properties of elements based on their position in the table, such as
reactivity, atomic size, and ionization energy, by analyzing their periodic trends. What role do atomic
numbers play in the organization of the periodic table as per Glencoe's explanation? Atomic
numbers serve as the fundamental organizing principle, with elements arranged sequentially by
increasing atomic number, which underpins the periodicity of their properties.

Related keywords: periodic table, periodic law, glencoe chemistry, element groups, periodic trends,
atomic structure, element symbols, atomic number, chemical elements, periodic table layout
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