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Past Papers Edexcel Functional Skills Maths: Your Ultimate Guide to Success

past papers edexcel functional skills maths are an invaluable resource for
anyone

preparing for the Edexcel Functional Skills Maths exams. Whether you?re a student aiming
to boost your con?dence, a teacher looking for reliable practice materials, or a tutor
assisting learners, these past papers o?er a practical way to understand the exam format,
guestion types, and commonly tested topics. In this article, we?Il explore why practicing
with Edexcel Functional Skills Maths past papers is essential, how to make the most of
them, and where to ?nd high-quality resources to help you excel.

Understanding Edexcel Functional Skills Maths

Before diving into the past papers, it?s helpful to grasp what the Edexcel Functional Skills
Maths quali?cation entails. Functional Skills Maths is designed to equip learners with
fundamental mathematical skills needed in everyday life, work, and further education. The
quali?cation is available at Entry Levels 1 to 3 and Levels 1 and 2, with Level 2 equating
roughly to GCSE grade 4?5 standard.

The Structure of the Exam

The Edexcel Functional Skills Maths exam typically covers four key areas:
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Using Numbers and the Number System: including calculations with whole numbers,

decimals, percentages, and fractions.

Using Common Measures, Shapes, and Handling Data: focusing on measurements,

geometry, and data interpretation.

Solving Problems: applying mathematical reasoning to real-life scenarios.

3.

Understanding and Interpreting Information: ensuring candidates can read and

4.

make sense of information in various formats.

By working through past papers, candidates can familiarize themselves with these topics
and the way questions are framed, which can signi?cantly reduce exam anxiety.

Why Use Past Papers Edexcel Functional Skills Maths?

Past papers are more than just practice tests; they?re a strategic study tool that o?ers
several bene?ts:

Familiarity with Exam Format and Question Styles

Each exam board has its own style of questioning and layout. Using Edexcel?s past papers
helps learners get used to the structure, timing, and question wording. This familiarity
means candidates won?t be caught 0? guard on exam day.

Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses
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When you attempt past papers under timed conditions, you quickly see which topics you
excel in and which areas need more work. This targeted approach to revision saves time
and improves overall performance.

Building Exam Technique and Time Management Skills

Functional Skills Maths exams require candidates to answer questions e?ciently and
accurately within a set time. Practicing with past papers helps develop pacing strategies,
ensuring every question gets the attention it deserves.

Tips for Using Past Papers Edexcel Functional Skills Maths

E?ectively

Simply working through past papers isn?t enough to guarantee success. Here are some
tips to maximize the bene?ts of your practice sessions:

Simulate Real Exam Conditions

Try to complete each paper in one sitting, without interruptions, and under timed
conditions. This practice builds stamina and helps you get comfortable with the pressure
of the actual exam.

Review Your Answers Thoroughly

After completing a paper, don?t just check which answers were right or wrong. Dive
deeper by reading the examiner?s reports and mark schemes available on the Edexcel
website. Understanding why an answer was incorrect can prevent repeated mistakes.

Focus on Problem Areas



past papers edexcel functional skills maths PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 2

Past Papers Edexcel Functional Skills Maths: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

past papers edexcel functional skills maths have become an essential resource
for

learners and educators alike, aiming to navigate the complexities of the Functional Skills
Maths quali?cation. As a key component of the UK?s educational framework, the Edexcel
Functional Skills Maths assessments test practical mathematical skills applicable to real-
life scenarios. This article explores the availability, structure, and utility of past papers,
o?ering an analytical perspective on how these resources support exam preparation and
skill development.

The Role of Past Papers in Functional Skills Maths Preparation

Functional Skills Maths serves as an alternative to traditional GCSE mathematics, focusing
on practical applications rather than purely theoretical concepts. For candidates preparing
for Edexcel?s Functional Skills Maths exams, past papers provide a critical insight into the
exam format, question types, and expected levels of di?culty. These papers aid in
familiarising learners with the assessment style, which commonly includes problem-
solving, data interpretation, and numerical calculations relevant to everyday contexts.

By practising with past papers Edexcel Functional Skills Maths, learners can identify
knowledge gaps and adjust their study approaches accordingly. This proactive
engagement is particularly important given the varied backgrounds of learners
undertaking Functional Skills quali?cations, including adults returning to education,

apprentices, and vocational students.
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Availability and Accessibility of Edexcel Functional Skills Maths Past
Papers

Edexcel, as a leading awarding body, publishes a range of past papers and specimen
papers online, accessible through o?cial channels like the Pearson quali?cations website.
These resources are typically segmented by level?Entry Level 3, Level 1, and Level
2?each re?ecting progressively higher standards of competency.

Many educational institutions and training providers supplement these o?cial papers with
bespoke past paper compilations, often incorporating examiner reports and marking
schemes. This comprehensive approach enhances the learning process, allowing
candidates to understand examiners? expectations and common pitfalls.

Structure and Content Analysis of Past Papers

The structure of past papers Edexcel Functional Skills Maths generally re?ects the
practical orientation of the quali?cation. Papers are divided into sections that test di?erent
mathematical domains, including:

Number and the Number System

Measure, Shape, and Space

Handling Information and Data

For example, a Level 2 paper might include tasks such as calculating percentages in
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?nancial contexts, interpreting graphs and charts, or solving measurement problems
related to real-world scenarios. The inclusion of contextualised questions ensures that
candidates are assessed on their ability to apply mathematical reasoning beyond abstract
calculations.

Bene?ts and Limitations of Using Past Papers for Revision

The strategic use of past papers Edexcel Functional Skills Maths o?ers several bene?ts:

Familiarity with Exam Format: Regular exposure to past questions reduces

anxiety and improves time management during the actual exam.

Targeted Practice: Learners can focus on speci?c areas of weakness identi?ed
2.

through past paper performance.

Con?dence Building: Successfully completing past papers boosts learner
3.

con?dence and motivation.

Despite these advantages, there are limitations to relying solely on past papers. Since
Functional Skills Maths exams are periodically updated to re?ect curriculum changes or
assessment strategies, older papers might not fully represent current standards.
Additionally, past papers do not always cover the breadth of problem-solving skills that

modern assessments emphasise, such as digital literacy or the use of technology in
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calculations.

Comparative Insights: Edexcel vs. Other Awarding Bodies? Functional
Skills Maths Papers

While Edexcel is a prominent provider of Functional Skills quali?cations, other awarding
bodies such as AQA and City & Guilds also o?er Functional Skills Maths assessments.
Comparing past papers from these sources reveals subtle di?erences in question
phrasing, contextual emphasis, and di?culty levels.

Edexcel?s papers are often praised for their clear layout and practical question contexts,
which mirror everyday situations closely. In contrast, some competitors may include more
abstract or technically demanding questions, potentially increasing the challenge for
certain learner cohorts.

Understanding these nuances helps learners select past paper resources aligned with
their personal learning needs and exam board requirements.

Integrating Past Papers into a Comprehensive Study Plan

E?ectively incorporating past papers Edexcel Functional Skills Maths into a study regime
requires more than rote practice. Best practices include:

Timed Practice Sessions: Simulating exam conditions to build endurance and

pacing skills.
Detailed Marking and Feedback: Using o?cial mark schemes to evaluate

2.
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answers and understand examiner expectations.

Complementary Learning Materials: Combining past papers with revision
3.

guides, video tutorials, and interactive quizzes.

Re?ective Review: Analyzing errors to re?ne problem-solving strategies and
4.

reinforce conceptual understanding.

Moreover, tutors and educators can leverage past paper analysis to tailor instruction,
focusing on common areas of di?culty such as interpreting data or applying formulas in
context.

The Impact of Digital Resources and Online Platforms

The digital transformation in education has expanded access to past papers Edexcel
Functional Skills Maths through online platforms and mobile applications. These tools

often feature interactive question banks, instant feedback mechanisms, and adaptive
learning pathways.

Such innovations enhance learner engagement and allow for continuous assessment
beyond the conventional exam setting. However, the e?ectiveness of these digital
resources depends on their alignment with o?cial exam speci?cations and the quality of
their content curation.

Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of Past Papers in
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Functional Skills Maths

In the evolving landscape of Functional Skills education, past papers Edexcel Functional
Skills Maths remain a foundational element of exam preparation. They not only provide a
window into the assessment criteria but also o?er practical opportunities for skill
application and con?dence building. When integrated thoughtfully within a broader
learning strategy, past papers enable diverse learners to achieve competency in
mathematics that is both relevant and applicable to everyday life.

As educational methodologies advance, the future may see past papers supplemented
increasingly by dynamic and personalised assessment tools. Nonetheless, their current
role as a trusted resource underscores their enduring value within the Functional Skills
Maths quali?cation framework.

edexcel functional skills maths past papers, edexcel functional maths past exam papers,
functional skills maths edexcel sample papers, edexcel functional skills maths practice
papers, functional skills maths past papers level 1 edexcel, functional skills maths past
papers level 2 edexcel, edexcel functional skills maths mock papers, edexcel functional
skills maths past exam questions, functional skills maths edexcel revision papers, edexcel

functional skills maths past assessment papers
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Past Simple Past Continuous Exercises Answers: Mastering English Tenses with Con?dence
past simple past continuous exercises answers are essential tools for anyone
looking to improve their grasp of English verb tenses. These exercises not only help

learners practice how to di?erentiate between actions completed in the past and those

that were ongoing but also enhance overall ?uency and comprehension. If you've ever
struggled to know when to use the past simple or past continuous tense, working through
exercises and reviewing their answers can be a game-changer in your language learning
journey.

Understanding these two tenses and their correct usage is crucial because they often

appear together in everyday conversations, storytelling, and writing. This article dives

deep into the nuances of past simple and past continuous tenses, o?ers practical

exercises, and provides well-explained answers to help you gain con?dence and accuracy.
What Are Past Simple and Past Continuous Tenses?

Before jumping into exercises and their answers, it?s helpful to refresh what these tenses
represent and how they di?er.

Past Simple: The Basics

The past simple tense is used to describe actions or events that happened at a speci?c

time in the past and are now ?nished. 1t?s often accompanied by time markers like
*yesterday*, *last week*, or *in 2010*. For example:

| visited my grandmother last weekend.

She ?nished her homework an hour ago.
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Past Continuous: The Basics

On the other hand, the past continuous tense describes actions that were happening at a
particular moment in the past, often interrupted by another event. It is formed using
*was/were* + the verb ending in *-ing*. For example:

| was reading a book when the phone rang.

They were playing football at 4 pm yesterday.

Understanding these core di?erences sets the stage for e?ective practice with past simple
past continuous exercises.

Common Challenges in Using Past Simple and Past Continuous

Many English learners tend to confuse these tenses, especially when narrating stories or
describing simultaneous events. Some typical errors include:

Using past simple when past continuous is needed to emphasize an ongoing past

action.

Overusing past continuous, even when an action was completed.

Mixing up time expressions that are speci?c to either tense.

Recognizing these common pitfalls helps learners focus their practice on areas that need
improvement. That?s where targeted exercises with clear answers come in handy.
E?ective Past Simple Past Continuous Exercises with Answers
Practicing with exercises tailored to highlight the di?erences between these tenses can

drastically improve your mastery. Here are some sample exercises followed by detailed
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answers to guide you.
Exercise 1: Choose the Correct Tense

Fill in the blanks with the past simple or past continuous form of the verbs in parentheses.

While | (walk) to schooal, | (see) a strange bird.
1.

She (cook) dinner when the guests (arrive).

2.

They (?nish) their project before the deadline.

3.

We (watch) a movie when the power (go) out.
4,

Answers and Explanation

While | **was walking** to school, | **saw** a strange bird.

*Past continuous* ?was walking? shows the ongoing action; ?saw? interrupts it.

She **was cooking** dinner when the guests **arrived**.

?Was cooking? was the continuous background action; ?arrived? is the interrupting
event.
They **?nished** their project before the deadline.

3.
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Completed action in the past, so past simple is used.

We **were watching** a movie when the power *went** out.

4,

Movie watching was ongoing; power outage interrupted.

This exercise demonstrates how context and keywords like "while" and "when" help signal
which tense to use.

Exercise 2: Rewrite the Sentences Using Past Continuous

Change the sentences from past simple to past continuous where appropriate.

| read a book at 7 pm.

He played tennis all afternoon.

They slept when | called.

3.

We ate dinner at 8 pm.

4.

Answers and Explanation

| *was reading** a book at 7 pm.

Suggests the action was in progress at that time.
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He **was playing** tennis all afternoon.

Indicates a continuous activity over a period.

They **were sleeping** when | called.

Shows an ongoing action interrupted by another event.

We **were eating** dinner at 8 pm.

4.

Focuses on the ongoing nature of eating at a particular time.

Rewriting sentences helps learners internalize how past continuous expresses ongoing
past actions, especially when adding context.

Tips for Mastering Past Simple and Past Continuous

Working through exercises and answers is invaluable, but here are some practical tips to
enhance your learning further:

Focus on Time Expressions

Words like *when*, *while*, *at that moment*, and speci?c times can guide you on which
tense to choose. For example:

Use *while* with past continuous to show two actions happening simultaneously.

Use *when* to indicate that a past simple action interrupted a past continuous one.
Practice Storytelling

Try narrating past events aloud or in writing, combining both tenses. For example:
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?1 was walking home when | saw an old friend. We talked for a while while the sun was
setting.?

This exercise helps you get comfortable switching between tenses naturally.

Use Visual Aids

Timelines can clarify when an action was ongoing versus completed. Drawing or
visualizing helps cement your understanding of the relationship between past simple and
past continuous.

Additional Exercises to Try

Here are a few more practice prompts you can use to sharpen your skills:

Describe what you were doing at a speci?c time yesterday.

Write sentences using both tenses to describe a personal experience.

Create dialogues between two people where one action interrupts another.

Checking your answers against reliable resources or grammar guides ensures accuracy
and deepens comprehension.

By regularly practicing past simple past continuous exercises and reviewing answers
carefully, you?Il soon ?nd yourself more con?dent in distinguishing and using these
essential English tenses. The key is to understand the context and the ?ow of time in your
sentences, which these exercises clearly highlight. Keep practicing, and soon the correct
use of past simple and past continuous will become second nature.

Question
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Answer

What are common exercises for

practicing past simple and past

continuous?

Common exercises include ?lling in blanks with the

correct past simple or past continuous form, choosing

the right tense in multiple-choice questions, and

rewriting sentences from present to past tenses.

How do I distinguish between

past simple and past

continuous in exercises?

Past simple is used for completed actions in the past,

while past continuous describes actions that were

ongoing at a speci?c time. In exercises, look for time

indicators and context to choose the correct tense.

Where can | ?nd reliable past

simple and past continuous

exercises with answers?

You can ?nd reliable exercises with answers on

educational websites such as British Council,

Cambridge English, and ESL forums, as well as in

Vol. 2023, Issue 2
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grammar workbooks and apps.

Can you provide an example of

a past simple and past

continuous exercise with

answers?

Example: 'While | (walk) was walking to school, | (see)
saw a cat.' Answer: 'was walking' (past continuous)
and 'saw' (past simple).

Why is it important to check

answers after doing past simple

and past continuous exercises?

Checking answers helps reinforce correct usage,
identify mistakes, and improve understanding of when
to use each tense appropriately.

What are common mistakes to

avoid in past simple and past

continuous exercises?

Common mistakes include mixing up the tenses, using
past continuous for completed actions, and forgetting

to use the auxiliary verb 'was/were' in past continuous

Vol. 2023, Issue 2
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forms.

How can | practice past simple

and past continuous tenses

e?ectively?

Practice by doing a variety of exercises, reading past

tense stories, writing your own sentences, and

speaking about past events using both tenses.

Are there exercises that

combine past simple and past

continuous tenses?

Yes, many exercises require you to choose between

past simple and past continuous within the same

sentence or paragraph to show understanding of their

di?erent uses.

What is the role of time

expressions in past simple and

past continuous exercises?

Time expressions like 'yesterday,' 'last night,' or

‘while' help indicate which tense to use and are often

clues in exercises to select the correct form.

Can answers to past simple and

Vol. 2023, Issue 2
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past continuous exercises help

improve speaking skills?

Yes, reviewing answers helps learners internalize

correct tense usage, which can improve ?uency and

accuracy when speaking about past events.

**Mastering Past Simple and Past Continuous: A Detailed Guide with Exercises and
Answers**

past simple past continuous exercises answers form an essential foundation
for

learners aiming to grasp English verb tenses e?ectively. Understanding how these two
past tenses function independently and in combination can signi?cantly enhance one?s
ability to describe past events accurately. This article delves into the nuances of past
simple and past continuous tenses, explores common exercises designed to reinforce
their use, and provides comprehensive answers that illuminate their correct application.
Understanding Past Simple and Past Continuous Tenses

The past simple tense primarily describes completed actions or events that occurred at a
speci?c time in the past. For example, ?She visited Paris last year.? This tense is
straightforward and widely used, making it a crucial part of English grammar.

In contrast, the past continuous tense emphasizes actions that were ongoing at a
particular moment in the past. It often sets the scene or describes background activities.

For instance, ?She was reading a book when the phone rang.? The structure typically
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involves the past tense of the verb ?to be? (was/were) plus the present participle (-ing
form) of the main verb.

Understanding when and how to use these tenses individually is important, but mastering
their interplay is equally critical for advanced language pro?ciency.

The Interplay Between Past Simple and Past Continuous

One common English narrative technique involves combining both tenses to indicate an
interrupted action in the past. For example:

Past continuous: ?I was walking to the store...?

Past simple (interruption): ?...when | saw an accident.?

This usage highlights the dynamic between a longer, ongoing activity and a shorter,
interrupting event. Exercises focusing on this interplay help learners di?erentiate between
simultaneous past actions and sequential ones, which is often a source of confusion.
Common Past Simple Past Continuous Exercises and Their
Signi?cance

Exercises designed around past simple and past continuous tenses typically fall into
several categories:

Fill-in-the-blank exercises: Learners decide whether to use past simple or past

continuous in context.

Sentence transformation tasks: Converting sentences from one tense to the
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other.

Story completion or narration: Writing or completing short stories using both
3.

tenses accurately.

Multiple-choice questions: Selecting the correct tense based on contextual
clues.

Each exercise type targets di?erent cognitive skills, such as contextual analysis, verb
conjugation, and narrative coherence.

Bene?ts of Using Past Simple Past Continuous Exercises

Engaging with these exercises facilitates:

Enhanced grammatical accuracy: Regular practice reduces common mistakes

related to tense usage.

Improved temporal understanding: Learners develop a nuanced sense of how
2.

past events interact.

Increased con?dence in storytelling: E?ective use of tenses enriches

3.

descriptive and narrative capabilities.
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Moreover, exercises paired with detailed answers enable learners to self-assess and
identify patterns in their errors, fostering autonomous learning.
Analyzing Sample Exercises with Answers

Consider this typical ?ll-in-the-blank exercise:

While | (walk) to school, | (see) my old friend.
1.

They (play) football when it (start) to rain.

2.

She (read) a book when the lights (go) out.
3.

Applying knowledge of tense rules, the correct answers would be:

While | was walking to school, | saw my old friend.

They were playing football when it started to rain.

2.

She was reading a book when the lights went out.

3.

This exercise exempli?es the typical ?interruption? pattern: the past continuous sets the
scene, and the past simple indicates the interrupting event.

Common Mistakes and How Answers Clarify Them

Learners often mistakenly use past simple for both actions, leading to sentences like
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?While | walked to school, | saw my old friend,? which lacks the nuance of an ongoing
action. The provided answers clarify that ?was walking? signals a continuous action, and
?saw? marks the interrupting event, thus improving comprehension.

Comparative Features of Past Simple and Past Continuous in
Exercises

An analysis of multiple exercise sets reveals distinct characteristics:

Past Simple: Used for actions completed at a de?nite time. Exercises often
focus

on regular and irregular verb forms.

Past Continuous: Emphasizes duration or background actions. Exercises focus
on

correct auxiliary verb usage and verb-ing forms.

When combined, these tenses challenge learners to discern temporal relationships, which
is critical for advanced grammar mastery.

Integrating Contextual Clues in Exercises

E?ective past simple past continuous exercises often embed temporal markers such as
?while,? ?when,? ?as,? and speci?c time references (?at 5 pm,? ?yesterday afternoon?),
aiding learners in choosing the correct tense. Exercises without such clues can be

ambiguous, reducing their pedagogical value.
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Advanced Practice: Storytelling and Dialogue Exercises
Beyond basic ?ll-in-the-blank tasks, advanced learners bene?t from exercises requiring
them to write or complete narratives utilizing both tenses. For example:

Describe a memorable event using past continuous to set the scene and past simple

to narrate key actions.

Complete dialogues where characters recount past experiences involving

simultaneous and interrupting actions.

These exercises improve practical communication skills by encouraging natural usage of
verbs in context.

Role of Answer Keys in Deepening Understanding

Providing detailed answers with explanations helps learners understand why one tense is
preferred over another. For example, clarifying that ?was cooking? signals an ongoing
past action, while ?called? indicates a completed event, solidi?es grammatical concepts.
Detailed answer keys also support teachers in delivering targeted feedback.

Utilizing Digital Resources for Past Simple Past Continuous

Exercises

In the digital age, numerous platforms o?er interactive exercises with instant feedback.
These often include:

Automated correction with explanations.
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Adaptive di?culty levels based on learner performance.

Multimedia content, such as audio dialogues, to contextualize tense usage.

Such tools complement traditional exercises and answers by providing diverse practice
opportunities.

Challenges in Automated Exercise Platforms

Despite their advantages, automated systems sometimes fail to capture the subtleties of
tense usage, especially in complex sentences where context is key. Hence, pairing these
tools with human-guided review and comprehensive answer explanations remains
essential.

Conclusion: The Integral Role of Exercises and Answers in

Mastery

The journey to mastering past simple and past continuous tenses hinges on consistent
practice through well-constructed exercises coupled with clear, explanatory answers.
These resources not only reinforce grammatical rules but also cultivate an intuitive sense
of temporal relations in English narratives. For learners and educators alike, investing
time in such exercises yields tangible improvements in accuracy and ?uency. As English

communication increasingly demands precision and nuance, the strategic use of past
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simple past continuous exercises answers remains a cornerstone of e?ective language
acquisition.

past simple exercises, past continuous exercises, past simple and continuous practice,
past tense exercises with answers, English grammar exercises past tense, past simple vs
past continuous exercises, past tense worksheets, past continuous practice with answers,

past simple grammar exercises, past tense verb exercises

Read the full article online: Past Simple Past Continuous Exercises Answers
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